CSF immune complexes in multiple sclerosis.
Immune complexes from the CSF of 12 individuals (6 with exacerbations of MS and 6 with other neurologic or psychiatric disease) were isolated and characterized. Three MS patients had complexed herpes simplex type I viral antigen and antibody; three patients had complexed myelin basic protein. Two MS patients and one with hypoxic encephalopathy had complexed antibody directed against brain glycolipids. CSF complexes were distinct from serum complexes, suggesting intrathecal origin. Reactivation of latent brain virus may play a role in exacerbations of MS.